
Big ideas / Key topic areas: Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced 
and been influenced by the wider world 

1066 & The 

Normans

The Tudors WW1 & 

WW2
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 
world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution 
of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind 
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ Medieval Period 

including 

The Black Death

The Age of 

Exploration

Holocaust

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them 

to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses

understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence 

is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed

Thematic 

Medicine 

through Time

Slavery & Civil 

Rights

Germany 

1918-1939
AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features 

and characteristics of the period studied.

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 

second-order historical concepts
AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) 

to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events 
studied.
AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 

interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in 
the context of historical events studied.
Second order historical concepts include continuity, change, cause, 

consequence, significance, similarity and difference

Overview of KS3 (students arriving Sept 2021)



Big ideas / Key topic areas: Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced 
and been influenced by the wider world 

1066 & The 

Normans

The Tudors WW1 & 

WW2
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 
world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution 
of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind 
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ Medieval Period 

including 

The Black Death

The Age of 

Exploration

Holocaust

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them 

to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses

understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence 

is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed

Thematic 

Medicine 

through Time

Slavery & Civil 

Rights

Germany 

1918-1939

Prep for 

GCSE

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features 

and characteristics of the period studied.

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 

second-order historical concepts
AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) 

to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events 
studied.
AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 

interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in 
the context of historical events studied.
Second order historical concepts include continuity, change, cause, 

consequence, significance, similarity and difference

Overview of KS3 (yr9 students Sept 2021)



Big ideas / Key topic areas: Year 10 Year 11

know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

Weimar and Nazi 

Germany, 1918–

39

Crime & 

Punishment 

1000- present

know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature 
of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw 

contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 

structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been constructed
Superpower 
relations and the 
Cold War, 1941–
91

*Early 
Elizabethan 
England, 1558–
88

* Unit may be dropped and 
replaced with revision 
depending on Ofqal guidance

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 

characteristics of the period studied.

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 

historical concepts
AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 

substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied.

AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 

(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events 
studied.
Second order historical concepts include continuity, change, cause, consequence, 

significance, similarity and difference

Overview of KS4 for examination June 2022



Big ideas / Key topic areas: Year 10 Year 11

know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

Weimar and Nazi 

Germany, 1918–

39

Crime & 

Punishment 

1000- present

know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature 
of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw 

contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 

structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been constructed
Superpower 
relations and the 
Cold War, 1941–
91

Early 
Elizabethan 
England, 1558–
88

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 

characteristics of the period studied.

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 

historical concepts
AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 

substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied.

AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 

(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events 
studied.
Second order historical concepts include continuity, change, cause, consequence, 

significance, similarity and difference

Overview of KS4


