
English Department 

Homework Policy 

 

RATIONALE: 
The English Department recognises that homework can be used to build on and develop the 

skills worked on in lessons.  It is an additional opportunity for students to reveal solid 

evidence of the learning that has taken place, and whether skills have been learnt sufficiently 

to be transferred and used in different tasks.  The department supports the school’s rationale 

for homework, which is to raise overall attainment through: 

• Reinforcing and consolidating learning in the classroom 

• Allowing the opportunity to extend work in the classroom 

• The revision of topics in preparation for assessment or new work. 

• Involving parents in the learning process 

• Allowing further opportunities to recognise a range of learning styles 

• Developing independent learning and teaching time management skills 

• Developing thinking skills including research  

 

EXPECTATIONS: 
Year 7 and 8 

Each half term, all students in Years 7 and 8 will be given a homework booklet.  This 

contains a number of pieces of work – spellings associated with the unit topic, word and 

sentence level tasks, reading comprehensions and other tasks linked to the unit focus. 

It is at the teacher’s discretion how the homework booklets are administered.  Students can be 

asked to complete one task per week or they can be given a longer deadline and asked to 

submit the completed booklet by that time. 

It is important to note that the homework booklets are a basis for home learning.  Additional 

tasks can also be set (and should definitely be set for higher ability sets and able students).  A 

lower ability set may start homework tasks with the teacher and complete alone, or may be 

given a differentiated task to allow them to access the skills at a more appropriate level. 

In addition to the homework booklets, all students will have a weekly spelling test and 

vocabulary task, at a level equal to their ability.  The task involves using the spelling words 

within a sentence so that students are developing a broader vocabulary.   

 

Year 9 

Students in Year 9 will be set weekly homework tasks appropriate to the work undertaken in 

class.  Teachers should ensure that tasks cover a range of skills and assessment foci, and 

should take approximately 40 minutes to complete.  Homework can be completed in exercise 

books, on lined paper, in a homework booklet or on a worksheet.   

Appropriate tasks could include:  further research of a topic covered during lessons; 

worksheets based on word or sentence level skills; extended writing tasks linked to the unit 

topic; or creative writing tasks used to illustrate abilities in key assessment foci.  This is by no 

means an exhaustive list.   

In Year 9 students also continue with a weekly spelling test and vocabulary task.  This task 

utilises the Academic Word Lists to develop understanding of key words used across many 

subjects at GCSE and beyond. 

Key Stage 4 

Homework at Key Stage 4 will be set weekly, although the task set will be dependent on the 

class, the course they are taking and the stage of the course. Teachers will ensure that the 



tasks cover a range of skills, particularly ones which develop independent thinking skills that 

students will need in their final examinations.  

All Key Stage 4 students will have a weekly Quote Quest task.  This is linked to the key 

literature texts at GCSE and will involve memorising a small number of quotes for a test 

during the week.  This aids revision and develops key skills needed in the final exams. 

MARKING HOMEWORK  

All homework will be marked, using the Literacy Marking Code to highlight technical 

inaccuracies where relevant to the task focus.  It is hoped that all spelling, vocabulary and 

quote tests are marked within a matter of days, whereas longer tasks may take require a week 

before results are returned to students. 

Staff maintain records of achievement and those who achieve top marks in 

spelling/vocabulary tasks or the Quote Quests are rewarded through a departmental reward 

scheme. 

FAILURE TO COMPLETE HOMEWORK 

The English department expects all students to complete homework tasks to the best of their 

ability.  The CtK procedure for after-school detentions is applied consistently.  In addition, 

students failing to apply enough effort to complete tasks will also be required to repeat them. 

 


